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Biography

Assoc Prof Chotirmall graduated from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) with an honours
degree and the colleges’ gold medal in Microbiology. He completed his early clinical training at
Beaumont Hospital Dublin, while attaining memberships of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
(MRCPI) and the United Kingdom (MRCP UK). Following this, he completed higher specialist training in
Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine across multiple hospital sites in the Republic of Ireland.

A/Prof Chotirmall is an internationally recognized, nationally funded clinician-scientist with an
established translational respiratory research group at the Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine, NTU
Singapore. To date, he has performed key work on endo-phenotyping pulmonary infection, including the
use of next generation sequencing approaches, in the context of chronic inflammatory respiratory
diseases that have led to >200 publications including Nature Medicine, the New England Journal of
Medicine (NEJM), Cell Host and Microbe, Nature Microbiology and the American Journal of Respiratory
and Critical Care Medicine (AJRCCM). He continues clinical practice at Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Singapore.

Assoc Prof Chotirmall has been awarded the Royal Academy of Medicine of Ireland (RAMI) Doctor award
on two occasions (2010 & 2013), the Irish Thoracic Society Award (2011), the Dublin Centre for Clinical
Research (DCCR) Young Investigator Award (2011), the MMI-CSFP Medal (2011), the Royal College of
Physicians William Stokes Award for research (2010) and the American Thoracic Societies International
Award (2009). In 2018, he was conferred as fellow of the Royal College of Physicians in Ireland (FRCPI),
in 2019 as Fellow of the American College of Chest Physicians (FCCP) and in 2020 a fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians of the United Kingdom (London). He is a past recipient of talent development
awards from the National Medical Research Council (NMRC), Singapore including the NMRC Transition
and Clinician-Scientist Awards.




In 2018, he established The Academic Respiratory Initiative for Pulmonary Health (TARIPH), a national
programme focusing on improving the lung health of Singaporeans. TARIPH aims to align strategic
academic expertise across Singapore in a formal way to benefit Singaporeans living with lung disease
through research with a mission of "bringing research to patients through partnerships". TARIPH has
established the Singapore Severe Asthma Registry (SSAR) in 2022, the TARIPH patient network in 2023
and developed partnerships with >50 national and international entities. In 2024, TARIPH was awarded
the prestigious NMRC-Large Collaborative Grant (LCG) to study the spectrum of respiratory disease and
prevention with an Asian focus.

In 2020, Assoc Prof Chotirmall was awarded the inaugural Dean’s Award for Research at LKCMedicine
and the Alumni Award for ‘Research and Innovation’ by the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI).
In collaboration with a team of clinicians at Tan Tock Seng Hospital (TTSH), he secured the NHG Research
Impact Award (2021) and the LKCMedicine-NHG Clinician-Scientist Award (2022) for his pioneering work
in bronchiectasis, a chronic irreversible lung disease of high Asian prevalence. In 2025, he received the
Nanyang Research Award (University), the highest distinction afforded to faculty for research
achievements. He is recognized in consecutive years in the Stanford-Elsevier top 2% most cited scientists
list in 2024 and 2025; by Expertscape as a ‘World Expert in Bronchiectasis’ (top 0.1% of scholars writing
about Bronchiectasis over the past 10 years: https://expertscape.com/ex/bronchiectasis) and a ‘top

scholar’ by ScholarGPS . He has been appointed Provost’s Chair in Molecular Medicine at NTU Singapore
since 2019 and Vice Dean (Research) at the Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine since January 2024. He
previously served as Assistant Dean (Faculty Affairs) (2021-2022) and Assistant Dean (Research) (2023).
Assoc Prof Chotirmall regularly participates as an investigator for key multi-centre clinical trials in the
field of Respiratory Medicine while continuing to educate undergraduates and postgraduates through
formal teaching and supervision both at the bench and bedside. He was appointed by the National
University of Ireland (NUI) as the external examiner for the Perdana University-Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland (PU-RCSI) MBBS programme from 2019-2024.

Assoc Prof Chotirmall has been an academic editor for over a decade holding prior editorial roles as
Associate Editor/Editorial Board Member at the American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care
Medicine (AJRCCM), the European Respiratory Journal, Respirology, npj Primary Care Respiratory
Medicine, Respiratory Research, the American Journal of Physiology-Lung Cellular and Molecular
Physiology, Frontiers in Pharmacology and PLOS One. In senior capacity, he has served
at Mycopathologia (as Executive Editor) and BMC Pulmonary Medicine (as Section Editor). He currently
serves as Deputy Editor at the American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine (AJRCCM), a
leading journal in the field of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine.



https://expertscape.com/ex/bronchiectasis
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Notable Research Awards & Grants from Past 5 Years

Name of Awards & Grants Year Obtained
National Medical Research Council (NMRC) Transition Award (TA) 2017
National Medical Research Council (NMRC) Clinician-Scientist Individual Research 2019
Grant (CS-IRG)
Provost’s Chair in Molecular Medicine, NTU Singapore 2019
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) Alumni Award: Research and Innovation 2020
Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine Dean’s Award for Research 2020
National Medical Research Council (NMRC) COVID-19 Research Fund Grant 2020
National Healthcare Group (NHG) Research Impact Award 2021
Expertscape World Expert in Bronchiectasis 2021
https://expertscape.com/ex/bronchiectasis
National Medical Research Council (NMRC) Clinician-Scientist Award (INV) 2021
National Medical Research Council (NMRC) Clinician-Scientist Individual Research 2023
Grant (CS-IRG)
National Medical Research Council (NMRC) Open-Fund Large Collaborative Grant 2024
(Corresponding PI)
Margaret Turner Warwick Lecture 2024; Imperial College London 2024
33rd Seah Cheng Siang Memorial Lecture; Academy of Medicine Singapore 2024
Nanyang Research Award (University) 2025

Translating Research Into Healthcare

= Scientists make major cystic fibrosis breakthrough. Irish Examiner. Published 9 August 2010.
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-30468625.html|
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Breathing a little easier. Irish Medical Times. Published 9 September 2010.
https://www.imt.ie/clinical/breathing-a-little-easier-09-09-2010/

Royal College of Physicians of Ireland Announce Winner of 2010 William Stokes Award. Royal
College of Physicians of Ireland. Published 17 November 2010.
https://www.rcpi.ie/news/releases/royal-college-of-physicians-of-ireland-announce-winner-of-

2010-william-stokes-award/

Cystic fibrosis breakthrough reveals why females fare worse than males. ScienceDaily. Published
24 May 2012. https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/05/120524092750.htm

Bronchiectasis Patients More Prone To Allergies, Study Shows. AsianScientist. Published 15 April
2019. https://www.asianscientist.com/2019/04/health/bronchiectasis-lung-disease-allergen-

fungi-dust-mites/

COVID-19: Interim Guidance on Management Pending Empirical Evidence. American Thoracic
Society-led International Task Force. Published 3 April 2020.
https://www.thoracic.org/covid/covid-19-guidance.pdf

No direct link but climate change could affect response to Covid-19 pandemic: WHO. The Straits
Times. Published 23 April 2020.
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/coronavirus-no-direct-link-but-climate-

change-could-affect-response-to-pandemic-who

NTU probes link between tiny air organisms and respiratory woes. The Straits Times. Published 9
May 2020.
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/ntu-probes-link-between-tiny-air-organisms-

and-respiratory-woes

Researchers propose new way to treat chronic lung condition.
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20210519/Researchers-propose-new-way-to-treat-

chronic-lung-condition.aspx

Study led by NTU Singapore finds that microbes work as a network in causing lung infection.
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/819099

New centre to research respiratory diseases in Asian context. The Straits Times, page Al4

and online

New lung disease centre established with focus on Asian patients. Lianhe Zaobao, page 6
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New research centre to fill knowledge gap in Asian-centric lung diseases, CNA, Singapore
Tonight, 20 Sep, 10 pm

New research centre in SG to study effective treatment for Asian patients, Suria Berita, 20 Sep,

8pm



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgUxK6w7CNM
https://www.mewatch.sg/watch/Sep-2023-SURIA-Berita-404728?redirect=true

